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Mr. Dubiel

Room G-9

Phone:  419/824-8570, ext. 5191
E-mail: ddubiel@sylvaniaschools.org 
AP U.S. History
The Advanced Placement Program (AP) course and examination in U.S. History are intended for qualified students who wish to complete studies in secondary school equivalent to college introductory courses in U.S. history.  The examination presumes at least one academic year of college-level preparation, descriptions of which are set forth in this booklet.


The inclusion of historical source material in the course description and in the examination is not intended as an endorsement by the College Board or Educational Testing Service of the content, ideas, or values expressed in the material.  The material has been selected by historians who serve as members of the Development Committee.  In their judgement, the material printed here reflects the course of study on which this examination is based and is therefore appropriate to use to measure the skills and knowledge required by this course.

The Course

Purpose
The AP program in United States History is designed to provide students with the analytic skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in United States history.  The program prepares students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those made by full-year introductory college courses.  Students should learn to assess historical materials- their relevance to a given interpretive problem, their reliability, and their importance- and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship.  An AP United States History course should thus develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed judgement and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in essay format.

Prerequisites

For Students
All students who are willing to accept the challenge of a rigorous academic curriculum should be considered for admission to AP courses.  The College Board encourages the elimination of barriers that restrict access to AP courses for students form ethnic, racial and socioeconomic groups that have been traditionally underrepresented in the AP Program.  Schools should make every effort to ensure that their AP classes reflect the diversity of their student population.

For Teachers and Schools

AP classes require extra time on the part of the teacher for preparation, individual consultation with students and the reading of a much larger number of assignments than would normally be given to students in regular classes.  Accordingly, some schools reduce the assigned teaching hours for any teacher offering such a class or classes.


Although many schools are able to set up special college-level courses, in some schools AP study may take the form of tutorial work associated with a regular course or a program of independent study.  Other methods used could include educational television, videotapes and other university correspondence courses.


Examples of the organization and content (including bibliography) of AP United States History courses or equivalent college courses can be found at AP Central and in the Teacher’s Guide—U.S. History. 

The Examination


The examination is 3 hours and 5 minutes in length and consists of two sections: a 55 minute multiple choice section and a 130 minimum free-response section.  The free-response begins with a mandatory 15-minute reading period.  Students are advised to spend most of the 15 minutes analyzing the documents and planning their answer to the document-based essay question (DBQ) in Part A.  Suggested writing time for the DBQ is 45 minutes.  


Parts B and C each include two standard essay questions that, with the DBQ, cover the period from the first European explorations of the Americas to the present.  Students are required to answer one essay question in each part in a total of 70 minutes.  Suggested time to be spent on each of the essay questions they choose to answer in Parts B and C is 5 minutes of planning and 30 minutes of writing.


Both the multiple-choice and the free-response sections cover the period from the first European explorations of the Americas to the present, although a majority of the questions are on the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  
In the multiple-choice section there are 80 questions.  The approximate breakdown of questions according to time period would be:

· One-sixth (1/6) of the questions deal with the period through 1789.

· One-half (1/2) with the period 1790-1914.

· One-third (1/3) with the period 1915-present.  
· Less than 10% of the questions will deal with the time period of 1980 to present. Whereas the multiple-choice section may include a few questions on the period since 1980, neither the DBQ nor any of the four essay questions in Parts B and C will deal exclusively with this period.


Together, the multiple-choice and free-response sections cover political institutions and behavior and public policy, social and economic change, diplomacy and international relations, and cultural and intellectual developments.  In the multiple-choice section the questions will break down according to the following:

· Political institutions account for 35 percent of the questions

· Social change account for approximately another 35 percent. 
· Diplomacy and international relations, approximately 15 percent.

· Economic developments approximately 10 percent.

· Cultural and intellectual developments, approximately 5 percent.  

The Course
Your grade for this class will be determined by a total point system.  There are approximately 500 possible points per quarter.

Each quarter will consist of weekly tests (40 Points each).  If chapters are combined, tests will be Multiple Choice (40 Points) and Short Essays (30 Points) and Document Based Questions (50 points each).
Quarter One Tests

1. Chapter 2- Early America.

DBQ on Early Colonialism.

2. Chapter 3- Colonial Society.

DBQ on Democracy.

3. Chapter 4- Empire in Transition.

DBQ on French and Indian War.

4. Chapter 5- American Revolution.
DBQ on Political Parties.

5. Chapter 6- The Constitution.

DBQ on the Alien and Sedition Acts.

6. Chapter 7- The Jeffersonian Era.

7. Chapter 8- American Nationalism.

Quarter Two Tests

1. Chapter 9- Jacksonian America.

2. Chapter 10- America’s Economic Revolution and the Old South.

DBQ on Industrialization.

3. Chapter 12- American Culture.

4. Chapter 13- The Crisis.

DBQ on Compromise of 1850.

5. Chapter 14- The Civil War and Chapter 15- Reconstruction.

DBQ on Booker T. Washington vs. WEB Dubois.

6. Chapter 16- The Old West.

Quarter Three Tests

1. Chapter 17- Growth of the Cities.

2. Chapter 18/19- Gilded Age and Imperialism.

DBQ on Democratic Participation.

3. Chapter 20- The Progressive Era.
DBQ on Prohibition.

4. Chapter 21- World War I

DBQ on Versailles Treaty.

5. Chapter 22- Roaring Twenties.

6. Chapter 23/24- The Great Depression/New Deal.

DBQ on Hoover and Roosevelt

Note:  We will lose approximately one week of class time due to the Ohio Graduation Test and preparation/review.

Quarter Four Tests

1. Chapter 25/26- World War II.

2. Chapter 27- Cold War.

3. Chapter 28- Post-War Affluence.

4. Chapter 29- Ordeal of Liberalism.

5. Chapter 30- Crisis of Authority.

6. Chapter 31/32- Reagan to Present.

Note:  I will begin exam review sessions during the fourth quarter.  There will be 15 sessions and I will post the dates on my website. 
After the AP test, there are approximately 3 weeks of class time left.  Material for that time will be announced.

These numbers are approximations.  This syllabus is meant to be a guide for my American History classes.  It is not exact due to snow days and schedule alterations. Any changes will be announced as soon as possible. 
